THE

A quarterly newsletter published
by International Needs Canada

SPRING 2022

Celebrating Congress 7

International Needs Canada recently had the privilege of hosting Congress - a gathering
of our international partners. Delegates from more than 20 countries met at Redeemer
University in Hamilton to strengthen our relationships, enjoy fellowship, and improve our
global collaboration. Inside, you’ll get a glimpse into the hearts and minds of our General
Secretary and Executive Directors from four partner countries.

Praise & Prayer Corner
Praise Points
We’re thankful that the pandemic continues to
recede, and that we had the opportunity to bring
our partners together from many countries to
celebrate the work of God’s hand in our ministries.

Prayer Points
Please pray for the refuges seeking safe shelter
from the war in Ukraine, and for the many people
around the world suffering the effects of climate
change and environmental disasters.
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Edmond Vanderpuye

General Secretary, International Needs Global

Q. What inspires you the most about working at International Needs?
all have a deep desire to see lives changed for
A. 20 years ago I was in youth ministry when the
the better. Although transformation is a very slow
director of International Needs Ghana hired me. I
didn’t stay long, as I had my mind set on becoming a
public accountant. But the Holy Spirit had different
plans for me, and I ended up back at IN, eventually
becoming the country director in Ghana. So I guess
I could say the Holy Spirit was my original source
of inspiration. But I was also greatly encouraged by
Walter Pimpong, an honest and modest leader who
ministered to me in a powerful way.

Today I am serving as ambassador for the entire
global organization. I am deeply honoured that I have
been entrusted to work with new leaders to help
carry the vision from the founders into the future
in new and relevant ways. Indeed, as I look around
the organization, I see first-hand the unique work
of God every day in the lives of men, women, and
children. This is an ongoing source of inspiration.
And of course, I draw strength from the leaders and
teams working in more than 30 countries around the
world. The common thread is their passion – they

process, these determined men and women continue
to push forward to do the gospel work to which they
have been called.
I’ll close with a passage of scripture that lies
beneath everything we do at International Needs.
Acts 1:8 – “But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”

“It is truly exciting to see the big
picture of IN – an organization
that fulfils the very commission
given by Christ himself. What
other inspiration do we need? “
Edmond
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Justus Miwanda

Executive Director, IN Uganda

Q. When you think back to the beginning,

what drew you to International Needs?

A. My testimony is very personal, but I would like

to share it with you to explain why I was drawn to IN
19 years ago. My mother was only 15 when she gave
birth to me. Still a child herself, she was unwilling or
unable to care for me, so she wrapped me in a piece
of cloth and left me at my grandparents’ house. After
sharing this story, I was hired by International
Needs Uganda to work with orphaned children.
When I visit the children we serve, when I see their
poor, sunken faces, their lives resonate with my own.
At an assembly one day I shared my story, and I
saw children crying. I was crying. That day they
understood that I had been in their shoes. One time
at the office my staff came to me and said, “we have
found three boys who have been left at our gate”.
That’s how my mother did it, and there are many kids
who have never met their mothers.
I can count on one hand the number of times I saw my
mother through my life, and it wasn’t until I accepted

Jesus that I was able to forgive her for leaving
me. Sadly, she died before I was able to develop a
relationship with her. I could lament and grieve, but
instead I am overjoyed that God could transform
my difficult beginnings into a good thing I can share
with the children at International Needs.
In Psalm 32:8 God promises “I will instruct you and
teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you
with my loving eye on you.” His eye has surely gone
with me and I am so thankful.

Jocelyn Muraya

Executive Director, IN Kenya

Q. Would you please share some details on

the ministries of International Needs Kenya?

A. IN Kenya is structured differently from some other

partners in our network. Instead of operating our own
schools, we partner with local ministries and pastors
who run great programs out of love and compassion
for the people in their communities. IN Kenya’s
mandate comes from 2 Timothy 1:9: “He has saved us
and called us to a holy life—not because of anything
we have done but because of his own purpose and
grace.” His purpose alone guides us.
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One of our partners runs Good News Clubs in Kibera,
the largest slum in sub-Saharan Africa. The club
focuses on sharing the gospel with children, as well
as providing a place where the young ones can come
for fun and nourishment. In Kawangware slum, our
partner RHYCO runs a safe house and drop-in centre,
where children are rescued from street life and
abusive situations at home. They receive shelter,
education, food, and character development, all in a
very loving environment.
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addiction. In the west, RUSH Academy supports
vulnerable children from rural areas. Another partner,
Arkquest, runs a variety of programs to reach
children with the word of God. In Limuru, we drilled
a borehole so women would not have to walk such
great distances to fetch water every day.
All over Kenya, our partners are transforming lives and
literally rescuing children from death. Through it all,
we ensure Christ is at the centre, because without him,
all our efforts are void.

Another ministry is a halfway house run by a pastor
who has a heart for pulling boys out of drug

Cromwell Awadey

Executive Director, IN Ghana

Q. In your 20 years working with

International Needs Ghana, is there an
example of transformation or change
that’s really shown you God’s hand at
work?

A. The stories are many. By the grace of God, our

team, with support from donors all over the world,
has worked to transform the lives of many people.
There are more than 6000 children enrolled in schools
and receiving quality Christian education, and this is
a great joy to us. In idol worshipping communities,
churches have been planted and the gospel is being
preached. We also do medical outreaches to extend
health to rural people who have no access to health
services. And we have provided safe drinking water to
many communities who had that need.

14 year-old girl to have 3-4 children by the priest, and
there were an estimated 3500 women living a life like
this, in ritual servitude.

But if I had to reflect on one experience, the one most
meaningful to me was helping liberate women from
Trokosi slavery in the southeastern Volta region of
Ghana. This practice of Trokosi involved young virgin
girls being turned over to a shrine as reparation for an
offence committed by a family member. At the shrine,
the girl would become the wife of a deity, represented
by a fetish priest, to stop punishment being visited on
her family due to the offence. It was not unusual for a

International Needs Ghana set its sights on disrupting
this dehumanizing practice, despite great pressure
from many who believed we were attacking African
culture. It was very rewarding to see the women
rescued and rehabilitated back into society, and
to see the practice come to an end. We take our
encouragement from scriptural foundations, so that
the light of the gospel may bring liberty to the
people we have been called to serve.
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Pastor Jean Kone

Executive Director, IN Burkina Faso

Q. Is there one word that sums up your

thoughts about International Needs?

A. Yes, the word is generosity, and it’s also my story
of how I came to become a pastor. As a young man
I was very poor. One day I was hungry, and hadn’t
eaten for two days. A pastor came to me, gave me
food, and said “Jesus loves you”. From that day, I gave
my life to Christ, and like Paul, I heard the call to go
and preach the gospel.

At first, I used a donkey to preach, because a donkey
was cheaper. I did my ministry to reach many people
all over my country. Then I heard about International
Needs and said, “Wow, I am going to work for them”.
With the generosity of donors, I now have a minibus
and microphone, so people hear me preach from
5km away!
When I preached one day, the village chief came to
me and said he would give us big land to build a
church. The generosity spread to him, a man with
different beliefs and many gods. And last year, donors
gave money to drill two wells. Another man gave
money to build a school. There are many stories like
this.
Your generosity is a challenge to me. I will not take
your money and waste it. I want to make sure your
gifts are doing wonderful things in Burkina Faso. I
cannot do this without you.
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New water project in Burkina Faso
In the last issue of The Link, we celebrated two new wells in the village of Lah, thanks to your
support. International Needs Burkina is drilling two more wells and five latrines in the village of
Kokoro, in a region that struggles with severe drought nine months a year.

Total cost: $35,000
Will you help give clean water
to the people of Burkina Faso?

This project brings many short and long-term outcomes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residents no longer rely on water that’s infected with their own waste (pictured here)
With less sickness (typhoid, dysentery, and cholera), students miss less school
Women and children no longer have to walk 10+ km per day to fetch water
The latrines bring dignity to the residents (there are currently no toilets in the entire village!)
Livestock thrive with an inexhaustible source of drinking water
Local fundraising pays for maintenance and repairs, so the project is sustainable

International Needs Canada
230 -1119 Fennell Ave E.,
Hamilton, ON L8T 1S2

Tel: 905.389.1118
Toll free: 1.888.702.9805
www.internationalneeds.ca

