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New partnerships and projects are coming to life!
In this issue we welcome our new partner International Needs Burkina Faso, the Joyful Hearts Centre 

in Kenya, and the RISE Network for Guatemala. Thank you for your generous support!
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Burkina Faso is located in western Africa, along 
the northern border of Ghana. With 40% of the 
population living below the national poverty line, 
Burkina Faso has faced ongoing challenges with 
public health, education, and national security. 
The northern region is also prone to a long and 
severe dry season, which makes it difficult for the 
people to grow crops and feed their families.    

The Village of Lah is an extremely poor 
settlement that experiences drought for nine 
months of the year. After their water reserves run 
out, the women and girls walk long distances to 
collect water, which is usually contaminated. 
  
Following a recent evangelism event hosted by 
International Needs in Lah, the village leaders 
asked for help bringing water to the community. 
International Needs Burkina Faso agreed to drill 

two wells that will provide clean drinking water 
for 5,000 families. This is an amazing story where 
we see the water of life feeding souls, and water 
from the ground quenching thirst in Lah. 

New Partnership in Burkina Faso

Will you support 
the people of 
Burkina Faso? 

Please send your gift using 
the enclosed card, or visit 

internationalneeds.ca. 
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The Joyful Hearts Centre

We’re very pleased to introduce our new 
partnership with the Joyful Hearts Centre, a 
program that focuses on the development of 
children with Cerebral palsy (CP), a brain disorder 
that controls muscle movement. In Kawangware 
slum, Kenya, CP is common among children, due 
to a lack of medical care in the early years of life. 

Children with CP require a lot of daily support, 
which makes life difficult for mothers who have 
to take care of other children and manage the 
household. As a result, children with CP are often 
left home alone on the floor while parents go out 
to earn income for food. The Joyful Hearts Centre 
invites the children to sleep at Bella Ciao (the 
safe house compound) five nights a week, and 
receive physiotherapy, feeding, cleaning, and 
social stimulation.

Joyful Hearts Centre is run by a special education 
teacher with help from the mothers, who 
volunteer throughout the week. This program 
has been a huge relief to families, and provides a 
place where the children can socialize and grow. 

“We are sincerely grateful for everything 

that has been done to help us to date – 

thank you for all your support, love, and 

cooperation. Every day we thank God for 

sending angels into our lives. We love you 

very much and we pray God will give you 

the strength to continue helping others. 

May God bless you abundantly.”         

The mothers of Joyful Hearts Centre

Will Planning Seminar with CSS
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Bella Ciao is transforming the community: 
• Children are being rescued from 

domestic violence, sexual abuse, and 
abandonment. The safe house has just 
20 beds, and they cannot keep up with 
community referrals. 

• Many children are enrolled in the centre’s 
programs, which include poultry farming, 
agriculture, sports, art, and education. 

• Literacy skills are rising, thanks to an 
after-school homework club. 

• Parents are being empowered through an 
income generation program. 

• Children with cerebral palsy are receiving 
love through the Joyful Hearts Centre.

Buying Bella Ciao
When renovations began, we negotiated an 
option to purchase the property at the pre-
renovation price. We’re now raising funds to 
help RHYCO exercise the purchase option 
before the lease expires in October 2022. 
Our goal is to help RHYCO continue their 
transformational work in the Kawangware 
community. 

Abused and forgotten children and their families 
are experiencing hope and healing. 

To support this special fundraising campaign for Bella Ciao, 
visit us online or give us a call at 1-888-702-9805.

Buying Bella Ciao, Brick by Brick
Bella Ciao, the safe house and drop-in centre in Kawangware Slum, Kenya, has become a trusted safe 
haven for abused and vulnerable children. Our partner RHYCO launched the centre after seeing a 
sharp rise in the physical and sexual abuse of children during COVID-19 lockdowns.  

“You have given me hope in life by supporting my studies” 
A child in the education program



THE LINK NEWSLETTER FALL 2021

RISE is a national referral network of Canadian 
REALTORS© who support the Survive and Thrive 
program for mothers and babies in Guatemala. 
The network’s founder, Marshall Smith, visited 
Guatemala with International Needs and came 
back on fire to help out. He’s now donating a 
portion of his commission every time he sells a 
house, and he’s inviting other real estate agents 
do the same. 

Members of the network are able to tap into new 
leads and build their business with integrity, all 
while saving the lives of vulnerable mothers and 
babies in Guatemala. We want to help Marshall 
recruit more agents, and to do this, we need 
YOUR help!

Introducing: The RISE Network 

Do you know any REALTORS© who are driven 
by purpose and want to make a difference? 

If so, email: geoff@internationalneeds.ca. 
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“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish 
infinitely more than we might ask or think.” 

Ephesians 3:20 

International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E., 

Hamilton, ON   L8T 1S2

Tel: 905.389.1118
Toll free: 1.888.702.9805
www.internationalneeds.ca

FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca

100% of your gift
goes directly to our partners

Without a will: 
• The government appoints an executor to 

manage your affairs.
• The CRA applies the maximum tax rate to 

your estate.
• The courts appoint a guardian for your 

children.
• The courts decide how to distribute your 

assets.

Marinus explained that having a will makes sure YOU retain the power to make these important 
decisions. In other words, do some planning today to ensure your wishes are honoured tomorrow. 

On November 4th, we hosted a free will planning clinic with Marinus Koole of Christian Stewardship 
Services. CSS has been a partner of ours for many years, and this session reminded us again of the 
importance of planning your financial legacy. 

Praise: 
The spirit is at work! Many children have 
returned to school, and our partners’ projects 
and programs are advancing, thanks to your 
generosity. 

Prayer: 
While the vaccination is slowly bringing relief, 
many of our partners are still struggling under 
restrictions and closures. Please keep vulnerable 
children in your prayers.  

Will Planning Seminar with CSS

Praise & Prayer Corner

Join us in 2022 for a follow-up session, 
where Marinus will focus on advanced 
strategies for making the most of your 

charitable giving.

Contact Marinus directly for 
a free consultation: 

marinusk@csservices.ca


