
EMPOWERING CHILDREN IN GHANA
A new group program for some of Ghana’s most vulnerable children

Prayer Points 
That our partner in Ghana will reach their bold vision 
to help 350 children heavily impacted by COVID. 

Praise Points
We’re grateful for the new group program in Ghana, 
which supports the most vulnerable children.
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The Link is the quarterly newsletter published by International Needs Canada. 
If you prefer to receive this electronically, please subscribe at info@internationalneeds.ca
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Mark 9:37 - Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes 
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.



INTRODUCING THE GROUP 
PROGRAM IN GHANA
Walking alongside some of Ghana’s most 
vulnerable children

The reality of COVID has affected children in 
Ghana. When mom and dad couldn’t earn income, 
many children became the family bread winners:

• Lured into hawking goods on the street
• Forced to work on farms and fishing boats
• Denied the opportunity to attend school
• Pushed to the fringes of society
• Sent on a path that has few options for life

The new group program provides quality 
education, nutritious meals, spiritual formation, 
and life skills training… all within the safe 
setting of an established school. 

Children in the group program are also placed 
into peer support groups where they can feel a 
sense of belonging with others who have faced 
similar challenges, such as abuse. Each group gets 
extra care and guidance from a loving mentor, as 
well as special development activities and child 
protection services, if needed.
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This innovative program is a direct 
response to COVID, which has 
made impoverished children in 
Ghana more vulnerable than ever.

Are you looking for a way to make a big impact 
on the life of extremely at-risk children? 

With the group program, your gifts are pooled
with all other donations so that we can accomplish
more. By working together, we can take care of
an entire group of children who might otherwise
fall through the cracks.

Are you willing to be a monthly partner
to this amazing new ministry in Ghana?

See the last page for details.
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NANANKOR CLEAN WATER 
PROJECT • The water is flowing!

PHASE 1 • CONSTRUCTION IS DONE. 
Despite delays from COVID, the borehole was 
drilled successfully. Members of the community in 
Nanankor, Ghana pitched in joyfully to dig trenches 
and lay pipes.

PHASE 2 • FUNDRAISING IS COMPLETE 
FOR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT. 
When finished, these two phases will reduce the 
amount of time women and children walk each 
day to fetch water. More importantly, there will 
be a significant reduction in water-borne illness, 
and the people of Nanankor are thrilled to have a 
source of fresh water in their community.  

WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE: 
THANK YOU for leading the fundraising and 
completing your 11th water project with us! 
International Needs and Nanankor are grateful 
for your commitment. We’re looking forward to 
kicking off project #12 with you in 2021! 

International Needs Kenya
SAFE HOUSE RENOVATIONS 
ARE DONE

Real Hope Youth Community Organization 
(RHYCO), has officially opened their new safe 
house compound in Kawangware slum, Nairobi. 
They took possession in November and spent the 
next few months renovating. What started out 
as a filthy junkyard has now become a beautiful 
refuge for children who have been abused. 

Some children have already moved in, and plans 
are in place to identify and rescue others who are 
at high risk of abuse, often by parents and other 
relatives. The RHYCO team told us that “While 
the renovations were a lot of work, the hard 
part starts now. We’re facing situations where 
children have been badly abused, and things 
got much worse during the pandemic.”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
If you feel called to give, the Safe House will have 
many operational expenses as they care for the 
children. You can give online or call our office. 

DR CONGO • Update from Cli-
nique Papillon

The new ambulance is making a big difference 
in the DR Congo. Many of you will remember 
supporting a project that helped Clinique 
Papillon buy a new ambulance. Gilson, the Clinic 
Administrator, recently sent an update to let us 
know that the ambulance has already helped 
save lives:  

• Eight babies who were in respiratory distress
• Six pregnant women and their babies whose 

deliveries were critical 
• Victims of three vehicle accidents

From Gilson: “We, all the staff at Clinic Papillon, 
thank you for your generosity. God bless you!”



THE LINK NEWSLETTER WINTER 2021 THE LINK NEWSLETTER WINTER 2021

NANANKOR CLEAN WATER 
PROJECT • The water is flowing!

PHASE 1 • CONSTRUCTION IS DONE. 
Despite delays from COVID, the borehole was 
drilled successfully. Members of the community in 
Nanankor, Ghana pitched in joyfully to dig trenches 
and lay pipes.

PHASE 2 • FUNDRAISING IS COMPLETE 
FOR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT. 
When finished, these two phases will reduce the 
amount of time women and children walk each 
day to fetch water. More importantly, there will 
be a significant reduction in water-borne illness, 
and the people of Nanankor are thrilled to have a 
source of fresh water in their community.  

WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE: 
THANK YOU for leading the fundraising and 
completing your 11th water project with us! 
International Needs and Nanankor are grateful 
for your commitment. We’re looking forward to 
kicking off project #12 with you in 2021! 

International Needs Kenya
SAFE HOUSE RENOVATIONS 
ARE DONE

Real Hope Youth Community Organization 
(RHYCO), has officially opened their new safe 
house compound in Kawangware slum, Nairobi. 
They took possession in November and spent the 
next few months renovating. What started out 
as a filthy junkyard has now become a beautiful 
refuge for children who have been abused. 

Some children have already moved in, and plans 
are in place to identify and rescue others who are 
at high risk of abuse, often by parents and other 
relatives. The RHYCO team told us that “While 
the renovations were a lot of work, the hard 
part starts now. We’re facing situations where 
children have been badly abused, and things 
got much worse during the pandemic.”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
If you feel called to give, the Safe House will have 
many operational expenses as they care for the 
children. You can give online or call our office. 

DR CONGO • Update from Cli-
nique Papillon

The new ambulance is making a big difference 
in the DR Congo. Many of you will remember 
supporting a project that helped Clinique 
Papillon buy a new ambulance. Gilson, the Clinic 
Administrator, recently sent an update to let us 
know that the ambulance has already helped 
save lives:  

• Eight babies who were in respiratory distress
• Six pregnant women and their babies whose 

deliveries were critical 
• Victims of three vehicle accidents

From Gilson: “We, all the staff at Clinic Papillon, 
thank you for your generosity. God bless you!”



JULIA SHANNON
Youth Ambassador to the 
Ghana Group Program for 
vulnerable children

Julia is studying Human 
Kinetics at the University 
of Guelph. She’s a 
competitive cross-country 

skier, Royal Conservatory pianist, and all-around 
outdoor enthusiast. Julia’s family sponsors a 
young girl in Ghana, and last year she wrote a 
research project on International Needs for her 
religion class. Julia shares: “I feel blessed to be 
a part of such a wonderful organization and truly 
look forward to seeing how God has called me to 
serve others in this role.  

Learn more about the Youth Ambassador 
program on our website. 

YOUR HELP IS GOING TO BE 
NEEDED IN 2021!
 
After a year, you’re probably getting tired of 
hearing about the pandemic; but remember that 
behind every news headline and statistic is a real 
person struggling with the impact of COVID-19. 
We’ve heard so many stories from our partners 
about how children and families are  
being affected…
 

• Parents in Bangladesh who sold their 
daughters into childhood marriage to keep 
their families from starving;

• Children in Kenya who chose a terrifying 
life on the streets to escape sexual abuse at 
home; and

• A woman in the DR Congo who couldn’t 
pay her hospital bill because her husband 
abandoned her at the clinic after  
she miscarried.

Unbelievable situations. Impossible choices.
The new group program in Ghana was launched 
specifically so that 350 vulnerable children will have 

International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E., 

Hamilton, ON   L8T 1S2

Tel: 905.389.1118
Toll free: 1.888.702.9805
www.internationalneeds.ca
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FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca

MEET OUR FIRST TWO 
YOUTH AMBASSADORS

RIDA MALIK 
Youth Ambassador to 
Savar Children’s Village, 
Bangladesh

After following a news 
story about a mass 
shooting that claimed 
51 lives in 2019, Rida 

became aware of how blessed she was, and 
realized that she hadn’t thought much about the 
hardships of others. With that realization came a 
new sense of responsibility. Rida says: “I decided 
to go into social work in university and become 
a youth ambassador at International Needs 
Canada because I want to learn more about the 
world, gain experience, and more than anything 
else, I want to help others.” In her spare time, 
Rida enjoys drawing. You can see some of her 
work on her Youth Ambassador webpage at 
internationalneeds.ca. 

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS
Make a charitable bequest (gift) to your favourite 
International Needs ministry program and turn 
your Last Will and Testament into a testimony of 
your love for vulnerable children. Bequests model 
stewardship to your heirs and show them how 
important this ministry is to you. 

A charitable bequest can provide valuable tax 
savings for your estate - in the same way that 
charitable giving during your lifetime provides 
you with tax savings. You decide what works best 
– you can donate property, a fixed amount, or 
perhaps a percentage of your estate. It’s up  
to you. 

better choices for the rest of their lives. The team 
in Ghana is going to be busy, and they will need 
your help for their transformational work.
 
WILL YOU SUPPORT VULNERABLE 
CHILDREN IN GHANA?
The group program is a highly efficient and 
effective way for you to lift children up through 
education, nutritious food, spiritual development, 
life skills training, and lots of love. Will you commit 
to a gift – of any amount – and help these children 
get through one of the toughest periods they’ve 
ever faced? 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR 
FAITHFUL SUPPORT!

A CHILD CALLED CHARITY
Another option is to name a ‘Child Called Charity’ 
as a beneficiary in your will, and the charity would 
receive a share of your estate. Example: Tom 
and Wilma Smith are in their 60’s and have four 
adult children. Through their will, they wish to 
remember International Needs, which they’ve 
supported faithfully for years. They divide their 
estate into five equal portions, with International 
Needs and the four children each inheriting 1/5th 
of the estate. 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP SERVICES (CSS)
International Needs has partnered with Christian 
Stewardship Services to assist you directly with 
these planned giving options. They have a team of 
professional advisors, and their services are free 
to you, our faithful donors. 

And remember, 100% of your gift 
flows through to the country, since 
a generous donor has again offered 

to pay all our operating 
costs in 2021.

CREATIVE WAYS TO GIVE IN 2021... without writing a cheque
If God has entrusted you with financial resources, we encourage you to consider two ways you can 
support International Needs generously and joyfully, while minimizing the impact on your bank account 
and your tax bill. 

Please contact Corrie Mulder to find out how 
these options might fit into your plans.

289.339.8650

corrie@internationalneeds.ca

SAVAR CHILDREN’S VILLAGE GHANA GROUP PROGRAM
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