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Since the early 1900’s, Mother’s Day has been observed on the second Sunday 
in May to honour the many sacrifices mothers make for their children. 

In some countries around the world, mothers face oppression, sexual domination, and vast inequality. In this 
issue of the Link, we’re going to give you a glimpse of these injustices and share how some of our partners 
are making a real difference.
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Fighting Child 
Marriage   
IN BANGLADESH

Bangladesh has the third highest 
rate of child marriage in the world, 

with an estimated 4.4 million girls 

married before they turned 18, and 

this number is now expected to triple 

by 2030, thanks to the economic 

impact of COVID-19. In addition to 

child marriage, girls are exploited 

for forced labor and prostitution. 

Collectively, these issues override 

the girls’ rights to education, health, 

protection, and development.

Savar Children’s Village offers 
a safe haven for orphaned and 

vulnerable girls. Savar is a residential 

campus where girls learn that there 

are more options in life than selling 

their bodies. McDonald Adhikary, the 

country director, shares about the 

power of women: 

“A nation can be educated 

through an educated mother. 

International Needs Bangladesh 

established the children’s village 

in Savar to give underprivileged 

girls the opportunity to access 

education, find work, and be 

involved in decision-making for 

their families and society.” 
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Bringing Safe Water to 
Women IN GHANA 

Water insecurity is a serious issue in parts of 

rural Ghana, with an estimated 38% having no 

access to potable water. Because Ghana is a 

patriarchal society, the burden falls to women and 

girls to fetch water and tend to the household’s 

sanitation, hygiene, and meal preparation. 

International Needs Ghana has launched 

eight water projects to drill boreholes and run 

pipes that bring water into communities that 

have no natural sources nearby. By improving 

water security, the local residents have seen 

an improvement in reproductive, maternal, 

adolescent and child health, and lower rates of 

preventable deaths related to pregnancy and 

childbirth. Additionally, women have more time 

for education and employment. 

Preventing Teenage 
Pregnancy IN KENYA 

Teenage pregnancy rose by 40% in Kenya 
during the three-month COVID-19 lockdown, with 

an estimated 152,000 unintended pregnancies 

linked directly to the pandemic. These statistics 

paint a grim future for the girls, who are more 

likely to experience poverty, domestic violence, 

and serious pregnancy complications. 

In response to these alarming trends, the Real 

Hope Youth Community Organization built a 

safe house for children and teens in Kawangware 

slum. One of their priorities now, as the pandemic 

continues, is to rescue girls who are at risk of sexual 

abuse, often at the hands of relatives at home. 

men, which means the rules are difficult to 

enforce. Across the country, 51% of women report 

experiencing domestic violence in their lifetime. 

Clinique Papillon is a small hospital that has been 

supported by International Needs Canada for more 

than 10 years. The clinic, located in Lubumbashi, 

specializes in maternity, HIV/AIDs, and other 

women’s health matters. Gilson Kyungu, the Clinic 

Administrator shares: 

“Only God who touched your hearts knew the 

difficulties that would arise if your help had 

not reached us. Thank you for everything you 

do for Clinique Papillon.” 

Country director Ingrid Figueroa says: 

“This program will transform the knowledge 

of our midwives and save the lives of 

hundreds of mothers and babies in the years 

to come. Thank you to all our loyal supporters 

in Canada.”  

Caring For Women Who 
Have Been Assaulted 
IN THE DR CONGO

The Democratic Republic of Congo struggles 

with high rates of domestic violence. Although 

there are laws in place, the culture barrier favours 

Reducing Preventable 
Maternal & Child Deaths 
IN GUATEMALA

Guatemala is the largest country and economy 
in Central America, yet more than half the 

population lives in poverty. Maternal and child 

mortality is high throughout Guatemala, and at 

crisis levels in the rural regions populated by 

indigenous Mayan peoples. A significant number 

of these deaths are caused by a lack of knowledge 

by midwives in handling high-risk pregnancies. 

International Needs is teaching the midwives 

how to detect risk factors early, refer the mother to 

a hospital, thereby reducing preventable deaths. 

The 10-month training program is facilitated by a 

licensed nurse, who demonstrates how to deal with 

the highest risk factors. 
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WILL YOU HELP EMPOWER 
WOMEN BY SUPPORTING  
THE LYDIA VOCATIONAL 

TRAINING CENTRE?

And remember, 100% of your  
donation goes directly to Lydia 

A New Truck For Zambia
THANK YOU, LAURIE!

Laurie has been a loyal supporter of 
International Needs for many years. After 

traveling to Africa, she became a child sponsor 

and got involved with several projects. After 

visiting the farm project in Zambia, she offered 

a $10,000 matching donation to raise money 

for a new truck so the farm could bring chickens 

and vegetables to market. The matching funds 

have been raised and the truck is in the process 

of being purchased. Laurie cares deeply about 

making a difference and helping our partners 

become self-sustaining. Thank you from Zambia 
and International Needs Canada. 

International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E., 

Hamilton, ON   L8T 1S2

Tel: 905.389.1118
Toll free: 1.888.702.9805
www.internationalneeds.ca
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Creative Ways to Give 
WITHOUT WRITING A CHEQUE

Appreciated Securities – The Best Kept Tax 
Saving Secret. We know you don't give to 

charity just because of the tax breaks, but tax 

savings certainly help! Did you know that when 

you donate stocks and mutual funds that have 

increased in value, there’s a big tax benefit in 

addition to your donation receipt? When you give 

an appreciated security directly to International 

Needs, rather than selling it, the government 

forgives the entire capital gain, and you pay no 

tax! This is a great way for you to support your 

favorite ministry, save on capital gains tax, and 

receive a donation tax credit!

FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca

Praise For Mothers
“Honor her for all that her hands have done,  
and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.”  
•  Proverbs 31:31

PRAISE & PRAYER CORNER
Prayer For Mothers
That mothers may have the faith and strength 
to overcome the world’s many obstacles and be 
shining lights in their families and communites.

Empowering 

Women 
IN NEPAL 

Nepal is a traditional, male-
dominated culture that oppresses 

women in education, the workforce, 

and government. A 2016 survey 

reported high rates of physical abuse 

and sexual violence, yet the laws 

don’t go nearly far enough to protect 

women or improve their standing in 

society. In the end, many girls have 

no choice but to marry young, bear 

children, and serve their husbands. 

The Lydia Vocational Training 
Centre teaches practical skills that 

help women start a business and 

provide for themselves and their 

families. When Shanti came to the 

Lydia Centre, she couldn’t even 

express herself in public. When 

she graduated in 2012, she’d built 

up enough confidence to open 

a tailoring shop and teach other 

women what she’d learned at Lydia. 

Kalpana Tamang, the program 

director, describes her as 

“an amazing lady, caring 

mother, successful wife, 

advocate, God-fearing child, 

and one of the strongest pillars 

of her local church.”

THE LINK NEWSLETTER SPRING 2021



WILL YOU HELP EMPOWER 
WOMEN BY SUPPORTING  
THE LYDIA VOCATIONAL 

TRAINING CENTRE?

And remember, 100% of your  
donation goes directly to Lydia 

A New Truck For Zambia
THANK YOU, LAURIE!

Laurie has been a loyal supporter of 
International Needs for many years. After 

traveling to Africa, she became a child sponsor 

and got involved with several projects. After 

visiting the farm project in Zambia, she offered 

a $10,000 matching donation to raise money 

for a new truck so the farm could bring chickens 

and vegetables to market. The matching funds 

have been raised and the truck is in the process 

of being purchased. Laurie cares deeply about 

making a difference and helping our partners 

become self-sustaining. Thank you from Zambia 
and International Needs Canada. 

International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E., 

Hamilton, ON   L8T 1S2

Tel: 905.389.1118
Toll free: 1.888.702.9805
www.internationalneeds.ca

THE LINK NEWSLETTER SPRING 2021

Creative Ways to Give 
WITHOUT WRITING A CHEQUE

Appreciated Securities – The Best Kept Tax 
Saving Secret. We know you don't give to 

charity just because of the tax breaks, but tax 

savings certainly help! Did you know that when 

you donate stocks and mutual funds that have 

increased in value, there’s a big tax benefit in 

addition to your donation receipt? When you give 

an appreciated security directly to International 

Needs, rather than selling it, the government 

forgives the entire capital gain, and you pay no 

tax! This is a great way for you to support your 

favorite ministry, save on capital gains tax, and 

receive a donation tax credit!

FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca

Praise For Mothers
“Honor her for all that her hands have done,  
and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.”  
•  Proverbs 31:31

PRAISE & PRAYER CORNER
Prayer For Mothers
That mothers may have the faith and strength 
to overcome the world’s many obstacles and be 
shining lights in their families and communites.

Empowering 

Women 
IN NEPAL 

Nepal is a traditional, male-
dominated culture that oppresses 

women in education, the workforce, 

and government. A 2016 survey 

reported high rates of physical abuse 

and sexual violence, yet the laws 

don’t go nearly far enough to protect 

women or improve their standing in 

society. In the end, many girls have 

no choice but to marry young, bear 

children, and serve their husbands. 

The Lydia Vocational Training 
Centre teaches practical skills that 

help women start a business and 

provide for themselves and their 

families. When Shanti came to the 

Lydia Centre, she couldn’t even 

express herself in public. When 

she graduated in 2012, she’d built 

up enough confidence to open 

a tailoring shop and teach other 

women what she’d learned at Lydia. 

Kalpana Tamang, the program 

director, describes her as 

“an amazing lady, caring 

mother, successful wife, 

advocate, God-fearing child, 

and one of the strongest pillars 

of her local church.”

THE LINK NEWSLETTER SPRING 2021


