
Naogoan Free School: A beacon of light 
for exploited children in Bangladesh

Items for Prayer 
Pray for the estimated 115 million people who are on the 
brink of falling into extreme poverty due to the economic 
impact of COVID-19. 

Items for Praise
Schools and programs are slowly reopening 
around the world. Praise God for giving our 
country leaders passion to serve the children.    

PRAYER CORNER
“Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.” • Psalm 82:3
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The situation in 
Bangladesh
COVID-19 has set the stage for the 
violation of children’s rights.

With a population of nearly 165 million, 
Bangladesh is one of the most densely populated 
countries in the world. Poverty was already 
widespread throughout rural and urban areas, 
and COVID-19 opened the door for ruthless 
people to exploit children in unimaginable 
ways. Criminals are luring hungry children into 
forced labour and the commercial sex trade, 
while human trafficking and child marriage 
have turned into booming businesses.

Child labour
Forced labour is on the rise in 
Bangladesh after 20 years of progress.

Despite a growing economy and the
government’s efforts to eliminate child labour 
in the formal employment sector, the laws and 
protections don’t go nearly far enough, and 
do not yet apply to the informal sector, which 
makes up 85% of the economy and where 
most child labour occurs. 

Children as young as five are forced to sell 
drugs and perform dangerous work in the 
production of dried fish, bricks, garments, 
and leather. In these industries, protections 
are minimal and the hazards high. Children 
work long hours and are exposed to toxic 
chemicals without protective gear. Furthermore, 
inspections are rare and fines too low to deter 
violations. According to UNICEF, child labour 
is certain to spike in tandem with the rise in 
global poverty, the closing of schools, and the 
lack of social services. 



Trafficking and 
the sex trade
Young girls are easy prey.

The country’s sex industry employs 100,000 
women and girls, according to government 
estimates. One study suggests that an alarming 
90% of these women were trafficked at a young 
age and forced into the sex trade against their will. 
Trafficking is extremely lucrative, and while the sex 
industry itself is legal, the law is not on the side 
of exploited women. The Dhaka Tribune recently 
reported that more than 6,000 people have been 
arrested for human trafficking since 2013, yet just 
25 have been convicted.

According to the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime, more children are being forced out 
of their homes and schools and into the streets 
because of the pandemic.  Millions of  students have 
lost access to education, shelter, and nutritious 
food. The need to survive has made them easy prey 
for traffickers, who are now more active than ever. 

Child marriage
A growing trend during COVID 

Sadly, the exploitation of children is not always 
confined to criminals and traffickers. Families are 
experiencing great hardship paying for food, and 
arranged marriages have emerged as a way to 
acquire the funds needed for survival.
 
In Bangladesh, marriage is illegal for girls under 
the age of 18; however, it’s now being permitted 
under ‘special circumstances,’ with consent from 
the parents or guardians. The United Nations 
estimates that the special circumstances created 
by COVID-19 will allow Bangladeshis to continue 
bending the law for years, with 13 million additional 
child marriages expected by 2030. 

The Naogoan 
Free School
Light in the darkness

In the midst of all the atrocities stands a 
beautiful school in rural northwest
Bangladesh, built in cooperation between 
International Needs Bangladesh, Canada, 
New Zealand and US. Naogoan Free School 
provides a safe and nurturing environment 
for vulnerable children who are at risk of 
exploitation. Many of the children at the 
school were abandoned at train stations 
or living in horrible conditions in the slums 
of Dhaka; our partner in Bangladesh found 
and welcomed these forgotten children 
with open arms. 

Empowering children 
Expanding to include High School.

Naogoan provides 280 children with primary 
level education, nutritious food, social 
and psychological support, recreational 
activities, healthcare, and legal aid. The 
school’s objective is to empower the children 
through free education for all, regardless 
of gender, ethnicity, religion, or socio- 
economic standing. 

We discovered that once girls reach grade 
eight, some families were still marrying 
their girls off to older men, because they 
couldn’t afford the fees at government high 
schools. After seeing this disturbing trend, 
International Needs set out to add free high 
school education and accommodations for 
more children and youth. The expansion of 
the school will allow the girls to carry on 
with their education until age 18, when they 
can no longer be forced into marriage. 
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The new building 
opens soon!
Thanks to the help of generous donors, the expansion, 
including a brand-new dormitory, is almost complete 
– and just in time! During these uncertain times, 
International Needs offers families an alternative to 
forced labour, sex trafficking, and child marriage, one 
that empowers boys and girls to pursue a better life. 

Once COVID-19 restrictions allow it, we’re going to 
fill the school with as many students as possible!

Introducing group 
sponsorship
You can now sponsor an individual child or 
a group of children. 
For more than 45 years, you’ve helped
us empower one child at a time through 
sponsorship. As we watched COVID-19 put 
more children at risk, we realized we needed 
to do more. Under the group model, ALL the 
children in a partner community get equal 
access to education, healthcare, spiritual 
development, and life skills training. No 
children are left behind.

Will you be a monthly group sponsor? 
Because of the tremendous needs, we’ve 
taken a leap of faith and committed to support 
an extra 275 kids, and we’re calling on you for 
support. When you become a group sponsor, 
we’ll send you reports, updates, photos, and 
stories of transformation so you can see 
how you’re helping to change hundreds of  
young lives.

Every gift makes a difference  
It costs about $100 a month per child to run 
Naogoan; however, there’s no minimum. 
Some of our monthly partners give $30, $60, 
or 90 a month ($1, $2, or $3 a day), while some 
give more and others less. We’re grateful for 
whatever amount you’re willing to donate, 
including one-time gifts.

International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E., 

Hamilton, ON   L8T 1S2

Tel: 905.389.1118
Toll free: 1.888.702.9805
www.internationalneeds.ca
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FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca

100% of your gift
goes directly to our partners
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