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Dear friends,
COVID 19 has had a deep impact on our partners and
the communities they serve. We’ve heard horrific stories;
we’re not going to share details, but please know that
things are much worse than you see on the news.
We’ve also seen people inspired by their faith to shine some
light into the darkness. At Savar Children’s Village for Girls in
Bangladesh, the girls and their families are receiving financial
support, help from the teachers, and prayer calls from
the pastors. They’re very grateful for International Needs
sponsors and donors, and we’re hearing similar expressions
of gratitude from all our partners.
But even as the pandemic rolls on, there are many longterm development projects moving forward. In this issue,
we’re going to highlight some of our partners’ projects
and the Canadian champions supporting them. We hope
you’ll join us by contributing to COVID relief, sponsoring
a child, or donating to one of the projects that empower
vulnerable children.
Thank you for your faithful support!

PRAYER CORNER

Items for Praise

Items for Prayer
to you.” • James 1:5

“The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those
who seek him shall praise the LORD!”
• Psalm 22:6

Please continue to pray for our partners and the families they
serve at this extremely difficult time. They have important
decisions to make and need wisdom from the Lord to know the
best way forward in the weeks and months to come.

We praise God for our partners and
supporters who are going the extra mile
to meet the critical needs of children and
families at this time of crisis.

“If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it
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SAFE HOUSE IN KAWANGARE
Kawangware is a slum settlement in
Nairobi, Kenya. With less than a dollar
a day to live on, most of the 600,000
inhabitants struggle to survive. Children
turn to the streets to escape parental
neglect, violence, and substance abuse,
only to fall prey to forced labour, violence,
crime, and prostitution.

Two years after the death of her
husband, Colleen Cole made the
bold decision to join one of our
Discovery Tours through Africa. The trip
changed her life forever as she visited International
Needs’ projects in Kenya, Uganda, Zambia, and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

In 2014, International Needs opened
the Real Hope Youth Community
Organization (RHYCO) Drop-in Centre
to protect these vulnerable children.
In response to a spike in sexual abuses
and exploitation during lockdown,
RHYCO has decided to add a safe house
to shelter extremely at-risk children.
RHYCO’s goal is to provide a safe, loving,
family-like atmosphere, and basic needs,
such as nutritious food, healthcare,
education, and social recreation.

Colleen shares, “It was an amazing trip that
opened my eyes to many things, but what really
broke me was the conditions that the women and
children endure in impoverished communities.”
Colleen has been an advocate for vulnerable women
and children ever since, traveling the world to support
health and education projects. She’s recently launched
a campaign to raise money to build the RHYCO Safe
House project, and is personally donating a generous
portion of her business sales to the project.

Thank you, Colleen!
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WATER FOR NANANKOR
(PHASE 2) - Nanankor is a
community of small villages and
farming hamlets in eastern Ghana.
There’s no electricity or cell phone
service, the roads are in terrible
condition, and there’s no access to
health care. But the greatest need
is for water. Residents currently
fetch water from either the river
or hand-dug wells. Both sources
are untreated and cause cholera,
Guinea Worm Disease, typhoid,
and dysentery.

A very big THANK YOU to
Nancy Bolton and Women
Making a Difference (WMAD) for
raising the funds for phase one. It all began with
an ordinary person who has an extraordinary love for
people and a passion to see renewal, freedom, and
justice for women and children. In June, 2003, Nancy
Hertel-Bolton, founder of WMAD, began meeting
with other women who shared a desire to know God’s
calling on their lives.

Phase one raised funds to drill
a well. Now begins phase two –
building a solar-powered water
treatment plant. What an impact
it will have on the impoverished
community of Nanankor – safe,
clean drinking water for all!

“In God’s miraculous ways, I learned of the work of
International Needs, and over time we developed
a strong partnership. Inspired by the story of the
woman at the well in John 4, we decided to invest in
water projects, one remote village at a time.”
This is WMAD’s 10th water project, and they’ve already
raised about 1/3 of the total project cost of $26,000.
Will you help WMAD bring clean water to Nanankor?
Together, we can do this!
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MIDWIFE TRAINING PROGRAM
For centuries, Guatemalans have relied
on midwives during pregnancy and
childbirth. Today, 90% of all rural births
are still attended by midwives. However,
many get only basic training, with no
preparation for high-risk pregnancies.
This lack of training has resulted in many
preventable deaths of mothers and
babies. Guatemala has one of the highest
rates of infant and maternal mortality in
Latin America, especially among the rural,
indigenous Mayan population.

In January 2020, REALTOR© Marshall
Smith travelled to Guatemala to
learn more about the Midwife Training
Program. He was already interested in
partnering with International Needs, and wanted to see
the situation for himself.

International Needs’ Midwife Training
Program will educate 360 midwives
over the next three years. Education
on medical practices and nutrition will
improve the health of mothers, babies,
and children where the needs are
greatest. It’s estimated that developing
the skills of midwives could help avert
two-thirds of all maternal and newborn
deaths in rural communities
of Guatemala.

Marshall shares, “What I experienced blew me away.
We visited historic sites, took in stunning views, and
even watched a volcano erupt (from a safe distance).
What I appreciated most, however, was the resilience of
the people I encountered. I spoke to program leaders,
doctors, and midwives, and it became clear to me that
every one of them was working tirelessly to end the
cycle of infant and maternal mortality. I learned that
it’s not laziness or a lack of vision that leaves people in
unfortunate situations. It’s a lack of education, funding,
and infrastructure; ultimately, a lack of opportunity.
They have the vision to build a better future for all
Guatemalans - all they need is a chance to realize it.”
To support their vision to end infant and maternal
mortality, Marshall is donating 8% of his real estate
commissions to the Midwife Training Program for the next
three years. Thanks for your passion, Marshall!
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THE SOLAR PANEL PROJECT
(PHASE 3) - Ephphata School for
the Deaf in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo offers education and
skills training to children and young
adults with hearing loss. The goal is to
empower them to find employment
or start their own small business after
they graduate.

Jim Smardon was born and raised
in Nova Scotia. Throughout his life,
Jim developed a strong passion for the
environment, which was a big factor in his decision to
become a REALTOR©.

Because of the frequent power outages
in the community, the school installed
solar panels to generate a clean, reliable,
and sustainable source of electricity.
Thanks to the generosity of donors,
solar panels from the first two phases of
the project have made a huge impact
on the quality of education the school
is able to provide. Once Phase 3 of the
project is completed, the entire school
and workshop will have clean, reliable,
sustainable power.

With the growing climate crisis, Jim realized how much
we can do to reduce the impact of our homes on the
environment. Jim is the first REALTOR© in Nova Scotia to
be awarded the Green Designation. Jim’s goal is to help
people find a home that fits them perfectly, and help
them make it greener.
He’s now taken his passion for the environment and
merged it with the work of International Needs in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. He’s donating 8% of
his commissions in the next year to support the final phase
of the solar panel project at Ephphata School for the Deaf.
Clean, sustainable energy will make it easier for the
students to learn and develop their carpentry skills.
Thanks Jim!
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TRUCK FOR ZACTS FARM
A few years ago, ZACTS School for
Orphans and Vulnerable Children
was getting ready to close. Today,
there are 650 students attending
classes. Much of the school’s recent
success is thanks to the incomegenerating poultry and vegetable
farm built by International Needs
Zambia on the fertile land adjacent
to the school. It’s been very
rewarding to see the community
take ownership and build the farm
into a successful commercial venture.

Laurie Scott, one of our long-time
donors, became involved with
International Needs through our
sponsorship program, and soon found herself traveling to
Ghana and Kenya to visit her sponsored children.

However, there is an urgent need
for a new farm truck to ship the
chickens and vegetables to market.
A lot of product will spoil if it can’t
be transported in time. To help them
maintain their income stability,
International Needs Canada is raising
funds so they can purchase a used
truck for their operations.

Laurie shares, “I saw firsthand how the work of
International Needs impacts children and communities in a
positive way. When I visited Zambia’s Muzabula area, I was
hooked! There were 60 children standing around in a small
group with no school to go to. They had no chance of a
better life since they had no access to education. I’ve always
been more of a “from-the-ground-up” kind of person.
Becoming involved in empowering these Zambian children
and their families has been exciting and fulfilling for me.
I’ve seen the work in Zambia grow over the years, and am
thrilled that so many Canadians have caught ZACTS’ vision
to create a self-sustaining, healthy school and community.
What a privilege it’s been for me. Thank you, God, and
thank you International Needs Canada.”
Laurie is raising support for a new truck, and has offered to
match your donations up to $10,000! Thanks, Laurie,
for empowering Zambian children to reach their full potential.
International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E.,
Hamilton, ON L8T 1S2
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