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Prayer Corner
Items for Prayer 

“Fervent prayers produce phenomenal results.” 

•  Woodrow Kroll

Please pray for the students at Makonge School in Uganda. 

Pray that they will be attentive to their teachers and learn 

well in their classrooms. Pray that doors of opportunity 

will open up for each one, according to their talents and 

abilities. Pray also for the funds needed to build a separate 

bathroom for the girls at the school.

Makonge Primary School in Kiyindi, Uganda, has 965 students 

who are mainly orphans and vulnerable children from fishing 

communities around Lake Victoria. The school is a beacon of 

hope in the region, ensuring that vulnerable girls and boys have 

access to a quality education. Over the years the school’s student 

population has grown but unfortunately, the bathroom facilities 

have not. Boys and girls share the same toilet block with only a 

curtain separating the two sections. The situation exposes the girls 

to harassment and the possibility of abuse. Uganda’s Ministry of 

Education recommends separate bathroom facilities for boys and 

girls, with at least one stall suitable for children with special needs, 

and a changing room for girls to use during their menstrual cycle. 

The need is urgent to upgrade the school’s bathroom facilities 

to the recommended Government standards.

The Makonge Girls’ Bathroom Project will construct a 

completely separate facility for girls that will include 11 stalls, 

with one designed specifically for girls with special needs, and a 

girls’ changing room. Construction will take 8 weeks and cover 

excavation, laying the foundation, walling, roofing, and finishes. 

The school administration will supervise the work done by the 

construction company to ensure that project specifications are 

met. By providing girls-only bathrooms at Makonge Primary 

School, female students will have a safe and private place to go – 

protecting them from harassment and ensuring they don’t miss 

out on their education. 

“My name is Phoebe. I come from a family of seven. When my 

father died, life became very difficult for me and my family. 

Our future seemed ruined, but thank God, my four sisters and 

I received sponsorship through International Needs’ Child 

Assistance Program. We were able to continue our education and 

pursue our dreams. My sponsors are my heroes! They have laid a 

good foundation for me. They will always be in my prayers.”   •
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Items for Praise 

“Let our hearts overflow with thankfulness.”  •  Colossians 2:7 

Praise God for His tender care of orphans and vulnerable 

children like Fred Kavuma, who is now able to support 

himself, and loves his work as a welder. Praise the Lord.

The Value of Compassion
DR CONGO

Marie came to Clinique Papillon in 

Lubumbashi, DR Congo, in October 

2018, discouraged and in a crisis.  She 

had consulted doctors from several 

hospitals regarding the burns on 

her feet that had become infected. 

Having no financial means to pay for 

treatments, Marie was told that her 

feet would have to be amputated. 

When Marie came to Clinique Papillon 

she had lost all hope. Her family 

had abandoned her and refused to give her aid, saying that her 

15-year-old son was a child sorcerer. 

The staff at Clinique Papillon were moved with compassion 

and took her in, even though she had no money to pay for her 

care. The Clinic administrator, Gilson Kyungu, shares, “Marie 

has been at Clinique Papillon for 8 months now, and it’s a miracle 

that all her wounds have healed. We were unsure if her feet could 

be saved but, thanks be to God, Marie will soon be able to resume 

a normal life. Our chaplain shared the Good News with Marie and 

she has been reading the Bible regularly. She is very grateful for 

the support she has received.” 

Marie is one of many who come to Clinique Papillon seeking 

prenatal or medical care and are given hope, healing, and 

encouragement. The cost of Marie’s treatments, skin grafts, and care 

for 8 months was $400 US. To help support Clinique Papillon, please 

visit our website at www.internationalneeds.ca  •

Levelling Things Up
CANADA

Jeff Hughes is the Founder and CEO of Level Up - a fun, interactive, 

afterschool program for kids. While Jeff was studying computer 

programming, he began thinking about his young children, and the 

skills that would best serve them so they could live, work, and find 

success anywhere in the world. He recognized that even though 

great teachers and leaders were working in the public school 

system, the system was not geared towards serving the increasingly 

important STEM fields (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math). 

As a result, Level Up was born in 2014 with a quest to help youth 

prepare for the future with fun, hands-on, interactive, afterschool 

programs and camps. 

Jeff shares, “Our focus is empowering students through 

technological education. We want to give students (of all ages) 

the skills and abilities they need for future careers.” Inspired by 

the support Level UP received from the public school system, 

Jeff expanded in 2015. Level UP Learning Centers are now in 

10 Canadian provinces, and 2 countries. Each time a Level Up 

franchise is sold, a percentage of the proceeds are donated 

to International Needs to impact the lives of children in the 

developing world. 

Congratulations Jeff, on the success of your endeavors. Thank you 

for partnering with International Needs and supporting children and 

families, empowering them to build better futures for themselves 

and their communities. Jeff, his wife Sarah, and their 3 children, 

make their home in Moncton, New Brunswick.  •

Empowering Children to  
Fulfill their Dreams

SPONSORSHIP

Maggie and her husband Bruce understand the benefits of 

sponsorship. When Maggie was growing up her parents sponsored 

a child from Korea named Ping-ya. Maggie wanted her to come and 

live with them and be her “real” sister.  

Maggie shares, “My parents supported children’s education in 

developing countries, and it was natural for my husband and I to 

do the same. We have sponsored several children over the years. I 

remember speaking with Comfort, a child sponsorship advocate 

from Ghana, at a church in Hanover, ON. Comfort shared that 

she had taken a very sick little girl to hospital before coming 

to Canada, and International Needs was covering the child’s 

medical care costs. Comfort was praying that the little girl would 

survive and was waiting until she was recovered to make her 

eligible for sponsorship. Comfort said that because she was too 

thin, sickly, and not “cute” enough, no one would sponsor her. 

This melted my heart and there was no question that Jennifer 

was going to be our new sponsored daughter. She fully recovered 

from her illness and has grown into a strong young woman. It 

has been a huge privilege and such a blessing to be involved in 

Jennifer’s life. She is doing really well in her studies and recently 

sent me a lovely letter asking for our prayers as she is studying 

for a very big exam, and thanked us for being there for her. Then 

she signed her letter, your friend, Jennifer.” 

Maggie and her husband are medical professionals who have served 

on medical teams to Africa. It has been their privilege to meet some 

of their sponsored children, and witness for themselves the huge 

benefits of child sponsorship. Thank you so much, Maggie and 

Bruce, for impacting the lives of children and empowering them to 

fulfill their dreams.  •

Country History & Fun Facts
UGANDA

Uganda is a landlocked country in East Africa whose 

diverse landscape includes snow-capped mountains, and 

Lake Victoria. Chimpanzees, rare birds, and mountain 

gorillas are among its diverse wildlife. Uganda is populated 

by dozens of ethnic groups, but the English language and 

Christianity help unite these diverse peoples. Uganda 

has rich, fertile soil and ample rainfall, and 82 percent of 

Uganda’s population work in agriculture. Despite these 

factors, Uganda still struggles with widespread hunger. 

Child labour is common, even though slavery and forced 

labour are prohibited by the Ugandan constitution. 

In 1994, International Needs began its partnership with the 

people of Uganda, to empower the poor, the oppressed, 

the orphans, and the marginalized. In the rural district of 

Buikwe, International Needs has 74 acres of land where 

they operate Primary, Secondary, and Vocational Schools. 

Families in the region are eager for their children to go to 

school and over 3000 boys and girls are receiving a quality 

Christian education in International Needs schools.

FUN FACTS

• In Uganda, vehicles drive on the left side of the road. 

• Pan fried grasshoppers are presented to special guests. 

• If someone says “you’ve grown fat,” it’s a complement.

• As a pedestrian, you do not have the right of way,  

get off the road!

• For every tree you cut down, you plant three more.

• Soccer is Uganda’s most popular sport.

For a sweet taste of 

Ugandan food, try their 

Mandazi, which is a delicious donut. For an easy recipe, go to 

https://tasty.co/recipe/mandazi    •
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Building Strong Futures
UGANDA

Fred Kavuma is 23 years old and lives in Uganda. His mother died 

when he was very young. Although his father was alive at the 

time, he was a drunkard and never provided any care or support 

for his children.  

Fred shares, “After the 

death of my mother, 

my step-sister took 

over the responsibility 

of caring for me, but 

she was struggling 

financially. She enrolled 

me in International 

Needs’ Child Assistance 

Program, and in 2008, I 

was sponsored! 

When I was in grade five, 

my sister got married 

and I could no longer 

stay with her since they 

were renting a single 

room. A good Samaritan opened his home to me, but I had to 

work to provide for my personal needs. Life became really hard 

and miserable, and this affected my performance at school. I 

decided to leave school in order to get a job, but because I was 

closely monitored by the staff, I was advised to enroll in a welding 

course, which I reluctantly did. Over time, and with continued 

counsel and guidance, I fell in love with welding. I am happy to 

say that I completed my course. I am so grateful that the INCAP 

staff never gave up on me. I am so glad I listened to their counsel. 

My life has been transformed and I am able to take care of myself. 

I currently work with Global Paints as their welder, and make a 

good wage. My plan is to start a company with my friend, Sewalu. 

Currently, we are raising money to buy our own machines. I 

believe that in a few years’ time, we will be in a position to employ 

other people. As I look back over my life, I really thank God for 

International Needs. There are many youths out there who are 

wasting away because nobody cares, nobody gives them a 

listening ear. I would have been like one of them if it was not for 

the work of International Needs in Uganda. Thank you so much! 

You are indeed doing a very important work. Special thanks to my 

sponsors for your timely support, and to my lovely sister for the 

sacrifice you made. I will forever be grateful. God bless you all!”  •

Celebrating 25 Years of Ministry
UGANDA

Gertrude, a former sponsored child, shares a success story with a 

guest at International Needs’ 25 Years of Ministry celebrations  

in Uganda.

Gertrude shares, “I’m so grateful for the work of International 

Needs. I am where I am today because of the wise counsel and 

support I received from my teachers and the staff at International 

Needs. I’ve shared the knowledge and life skills I have learned 

with my peers in University who are facing life challenges. Many 

students look to me for counsel and guidance. I have come to 

realize that many youths waste away because nobody cares, no 

one invests in their lives. I’m grateful for the support I received. 

Special thanks to my sponsors for loving me that much even 

though we have never met. May God bless you all!”  •

FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca

Our New Baskets of  
Love Catalogue

SOON TO BE IN YOUR MAILBOX

Baskets of Love have been a great blessing to children and their 

families struggling with oppressive poverty in various parts of the 

world. Because of your generous support, Baskets of Love were 

able to provide:

Baskets of Food for many widows living in poverty 

and neglect in Bangladesh. 

Baskets of Hope supplied goats to families in need 

in Kenya, enabling them to produce milk and cheese 

for their hungry families. 

Baskets of Education have funded vocational 

training for vulnerable women in  

Jessore, Bangladesh.

Baskets of Medical Supplies provided malaria 

testing kits and deworming medicine for the 

students at ZACTS School in Zambia. 

THANK YOU! By giving a Basket of Love you offer a child the 

gifts of food, education, hope, and medical supplies, and point 

them to a God who loves and cares for them. 

Discovery Tours offer a unique opportunity to witness first-hand the 
difference your contribution is making in the lives of the children and families 
you support. It also allows you to connect with your partners serving on the 

ground. Your gift is the fuel that drives their service. 

Upcoming Discovery Tours

Bangladesh  Discovery Tour February 5 - 17, 2020

Ghana  Discovery Tour March 10 - 21, 2020

Uganda  Discovery Tour March, 2020

D.R Congo  Discovery Tour Spring 2020

For more information please contact Corrie Mulder at 

905.389.1118 or corrie@internationalneeds.ca

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  N E E D S  C A N A D A
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DONATE HERE

Your gift will help ensure 
that female students have 
a safe and private place to 
go for their personal needs, 
protecting them from 
possible harassment. 

Thank You!

https://cause2give.unxvision.com/EDMWeb/DonationForm.aspx?FormID=1161&LanguageID=1



