Message
from the CEO

International Needs Canada has had a great year, despite a downturn in charitable giving and no
increase in revenue. As CEO, I need to acknowledge the commitment and hard work shown by the
staff and the Board in steering the organization calmly through the changes and creating an even
greater launching pad for achieving our mission of alleviating extreme poverty and injustice.
We were challenged by the tragedy
that struck Nepal, where our local
partner was directly affected. Through
the aftermath of the earthquake,
we watched them work under the
extreme pressures of a natural disaster.
Thank you to all who gave in support
of our relief efforts. The highlight for
the year has been twofold. The first
is the pool of loyal and committed
supporters who became our
Ambassadors, championing our work
among their own networks, local
churches, and wider communities.
Second, International Needs Canada
continued its quest to partner with
like-minded agencies to increase our
impact on a global scale.

Last year we celebrated the achievement of one of the Millennium
Development Goals - that of cutting extreme poverty in half by 2015. However,
there are still one billion people living in extreme poverty, and 800 million
who do not have access to clean drinking water or sanitation. Two thirds of
the world’s poorest are still women and children, hence our focus on the
empowerment of women and children.
What I find most exciting is a new sense of partnership across our network. No
longer is it a relationship based on money; there is a sense of true equity as
we look to build each other up and impact real change. International Needs
has always worked on the premise that “locals know best.” Our philosophy is
that only Ghanaians will change Ghana and Indians India. When I ask Canadian
partners to travel with me, it’s not just about money – it’s about life skills and
gifts. In 2015, our partner in India asked us to stop sending funds, because
they believe that all the funding required can now be raised in India. Our
partnership is the strongest it has ever been, and we are standing with India
and building social enterprises such as Astha Guitars so that they can fund
their own programs.

Yes, we still need funding, and it’s
only with your generosity that
we have been able to continue
the humanitarian development
work that International Needs
Canada has been carrying out
in some of the poorest and
most remote communities in
the world. More than that, we
need people to engage with us
at a much deeper level than just
finances. Please see our website
for some exciting new strategies
planned for next year. As we end
this financial year, I would like to
express my sincere and humble
thanks for your support of our
work and the selflessness you
have demonstrated by giving
your support, even when your
own circumstances may have
also been difficult. I pray you will
be excited with the journey that
International Needs Canada will
embark on in the new financial
year. I invite you to be a part of it.
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Solange knows the importance of medical support. The 33 year old mother
of two was pregnant when she was diagnosed HIV positive. The news sent
her world crashing. The staff at Clinique Papillon were quick to encourage
her to take HIV medication during her pregnancy to help her and protect her
unborn child.
“I was surprised how well I felt after taking the medication. It made
me hungry and I was so happy that Clinique Papillon provided
extra food for me. I continued coming for prenatal care and
counselling. My baby was born healthy and I have energy to look
after my home and family.”
Solange was so impressed with the help she received at Clinique Papillon that
she volunteers to help other mothers who are diagnosed HIV positive. She
encourages them to take their medication and not lose hope. “Look at me”, she
says, “I thought it was the end but as you can see my baby and I are doing well.”

UGANDA
International Needs’ Community HIV/AIDS
Prevention Program (CHAP) is helping to reduce
the spread of HIV/AIDS and cares for those directly
affected by the disease in the Buikwe District of Uganda.
The project focuses on providing HIV testing and
counselling, prevention of mother to child transmission,
teaching life planning skills to young people living with
the disease, ensuring access to antiretroviral treatments,
caring for orphans and vulnerable children, and
increasing the community’s awareness with particular
regards to eradicating the stigma and discrimination
associated with HIV/AIDS.
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KENYA
In the drought ridden village of Makindu, Kenya, a group
of Canadian women have blessed the community with the
ultimate gift; pure, clean drinking water from a 50 foot deep
well. The well has a submersible pump that supplies water
to large water tanks where the community comes to draw
water for their families. The well also has irrigation hoses that
go directly to the adjoining fields, irrigating the land.
“It’s impossible to adequately express
the people’s gratitude for this well. It will
significantly increase their crop production and
help free them from waterborne diseases that
have plagued the community for years.”
Jocelyn Muraya, Director International Needs Kenya

ZAMBIA
ZACTS OVC (Orphans and Vulnerable
Children) School in Zambia has also
received the gift of water. On August
13th, 2015, students were thrilled to
see, for the first time, water flowing
from the tap at their school. Running
water is a precious commodity
that is rare in this part of Zambia.
Children used to fetch water from
water sources a long distance away.
Now they share excitedly, “God has
answered our prayers by giving us
clean running water at the school!”
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ZAMBIA
ZACTS OVC (Orphans and Vulnerable Children) School
is committed to becoming a self sufficient institution.
One of their strategies for achieving this goal is using the
surrounding land to generate income by growing crops
and raising and selling chickens.
At present ZACTS has two poultry houses that can grow
2000 chickens, thanks to the generosity of our donors and
the 50 by Fifty Campaign. Fifteen hundred chicks have
been brought in which will help enhance food security
for the school and in the region, promoting sustainable
development. After the rains, half a hectare of cabbage
was planted and a quarter hectare of maize. These crops
will also help supplement the students’ nutritional needs
and any excess will be sold at the market.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO
Ephphata School for the Deaf in the DR Congo is also
working hard to grow their own food, farm animals and
fish in order to give their students a healthier diet.
“Families in our region tend to be large and
many don’t have enough to eat. It’s hard to
concentrate on studies when you’re weak with
hunger. We’re happy to be able to help our
students eat a more balanced diet.”
Tshinyama Kalosa, Director

