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2X MATCHING GRANT FOR ZACTS FARM EXPANSION PROJECT
In 2010, ZACTS School was a small Theological, Agricultural, and Arts School with 18-20 students. Located north of Solwezi, the 

school was in severe financial difficulty. The vision and passion of the staff and leaders at ZACTS was to see it transformed into a school for 

vulnerable children, serving communities in need. Their dream was realised through a strong partnership with International Needs Canada.  

In January 2012, International Needs Canada’s Executive Director, David Marshall, along with several Canadian supporters traveled to 

Zambia to visit the school and meet with the staff and Board Chairman, Mr. Benani. The visit resulted in a pledge to build six classrooms 

and sponsor 120 children. That same year, ZACTS School for Orphans and Vulnerable Children officially opened its doors to local children. 

Today, 490 children are receiving a quality education at ZACTS and the numbers continue to grow. 
continued on next page . . .
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MEET OUR VOLUNTEERS

Hi, my name is Toni Kampen and I 

volunteer for International Needs 

Canada. Being a mom, grandma 

and great grandma, I have always 

had a great love for children.  I’ve 

seen how richly God has blessed 

our family through our church, 

Christian schools, etc., and I’ve 

learned that the future for God’s kingdom in any country 

comes from children being trained in His ways.

BASKETS OF LOVE - IMPACTING LIVES
This year, thanks to your generosity, Baskets of Love reached 

families living in poverty in three countries. Children and youth in 

Kenya’s slums were given baskets of food, and funding for their 

Income Generating Goat Farm. This project trains vulnerable 

youth to raise animals and sets them up in business once their 

training is complete. 

Baskets of Medicine provided vitamins, malaria medication, and 

deworming medication for the students at ZACTS School for Orphans 

and Vulnerable Children in Zambia. A healthy class is a thriving class! 

Baskets of Education funded the purchase of books for the 

Doblogonno Community School Library in Ghana. Books support the 

development of young minds and helps them achieve their goals. 

Baskets of Love are available to give as gifts throughout the year. 

Many thanks for your generous support! 

CHECK OUT OUR  NEW CATALOGUE!
Await yours in the mail, or go to our website  

www.internationalneeds.ca
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Once the school’s infrastructure was established, the next phase and 

vision was the long-term stainability of the school. ZACTS receives 

no funding from the Zambian government. After several Umoja 

Journeys through Africa, new donors were introduced to ZACTS and 

the idea of a social enterprise farming business connected to the 

school was born. 

Thanks to the generosity of Canadian 

donors, ZACTS’ Poultry Project now 

produces over 2000 chickens per batch 

and has become a significant supplier 

in the area. With a new water tower and 

irrigation system in place, our partners 

hope to expand ZACTS’ Agricultural 

Program to include commercial 

cash crop farming. This will increase 

revenues and make fuller use of the 200 

hectares of land owned by the school. 

More profitable farm products such 

as winter maize, okra, red onions, and 

cabbage will be planted. 

Generous Canadian donors have offered to match every dollar 

donated towards the $60,000 (up to $30,000) needed for the 

ZACTS Farm Expansion Project as a 2 times matching grant, 

thereby doubling your impact.  This will buy equipment, seed 

and fertilizer and hire a farm manager.

You can play a vital role in the growth of ZACTS School and the 

health and well being of the surrounding communities by supporting 

the ZACTS Farm Expansion Project. Become part of the solution.

We’re so thankful to God and to our partners for enabling 

us to do even better this year in all our farming projects. 

We are looking forward to a good market year.  •  Jibusha E. 

Maunga, Principal at ZACTS

continued from first page . . .
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Almost 20 years ago, I was approached to volunteer for 

an organization that focused on children in Romania and 

later in Africa.  I had the opportunity to go to Africa twice 

and witness how Christian education can influence families 

and communities.  I was hooked! One of the organizations 

I volunteered for merged with International Needs Canada 

and I was asked if I would be willing to continue volunteering.  

Four times a year I stuff envelopes with letters sent to 

sponsors from their sponsored children who are attending 

Christian schools in many countries. I consider it a privilege 

to assist in this small way.  I get to meet people from across 

Canada at special events for International Needs Canada 

and it is great to spend time with the staff in the local office.  

God blesses every effort in His name! 

Hi, my name is Laurie Scott 

and I’ve been volunteering 

with International Needs 

Canada for 15 years. My 

husband Murray comes in 

and helps when he can. I love 

the community aspect of the 

work of International Needs 

Canada. I love that the local people are the ones carrying 

out the work.

I have seen firsthand the impact International Needs Canada 

has had in places like Zambia, where the work has grown 

so much and is impacting so many families. I’ve been 

sponsoring children and supporting projects financially 

for years but felt it wasn’t enough. I needed to do more. 

Helping out with the sponsorship letters and Christmas 

cards has been so rewarding. It makes me feel connected 

to the children and I’m happy to be able to help in this way. 

My prayer is that God will continue to bless the work of 

International Needs Canada and increase their impact on 

communities worldwide. 

Thank you to our volunteers!
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank Toni, Laurie, and all 

our volunteers for the important work they do for International 

Needs, and for the people we serve. They help us with 

administrative tasks and operations, fundraising, and help spread the 

word about the work of International Needs throughout the world. 

Over 12,000 letters a year are processed and sent out by faithful 

volunteers. A big thank you goes out to all of you, for your largeness 

of heart and for freely giving of your time and resources for the 

benefit of others. May God’s richest blessings be yours!

WATER BOY & 
STREET BOY
International Needs advocate Donna 

Michalek has written two children’s 

books, Street Boy and Water Boy, to 

highlight the needs of children in 

the developing world. All proceeds 

from the sale of Street Boy support 

the construction of a residence 

for street children at the Naogoan Free School in Bangladesh, 

while Water Boy books fund Clean Water projects in Africa. These 

moving stories make excellent gifts for birthdays or Christmas 

and support a great cause. Each book sells for $20 and all 

proceeds go to the project. For more information email info@

internationalneeds.ca or call 905.389.1118.

RIDE FOR REFUGE
Three Cheers for the Transformers in Hamilton, the Umoja Rockets 

in Moncton, and C & C in southern Ontario’s Durham Region. 

You raised desperately needed funds for the Drop-in Centre for 

Street Children in Kawangware, Kenya. Well done! Whether you 

participated in the ride, volunteered, or donated, please accept our 

heartfelt thanks. You truly are making a difference!

A WIDOW’S 
PLIGHT
There is a dreadful practice 

in Zambia commonly 

known as property 

grabbing. Even though it 

has been outlawed since 

1989, it’s on the increase. 

Widows and orphans are particularly vulnerable. After the death of 

their husbands, widows face the loss of their family home and land 

at the hands of their in-laws. 
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Traditionally in Africa, a widow would remain in her husband’s village 

and be cared for by her in-laws. With urbanization and difficult 

economic times, modern cases have changed. Although the widow 

and her children are legally entitled to their property, the women 

fear threats, verbal abuse, beatings, and bewitchings if they claim 

their property.  Most are pushed out of their family home, often 

leaving them and their children destitute. 

International Needs Operations Manager in Zambia, Billiant Milanzi, 

was among 53 people tragically killed in a bus collision on the 7th 

of February, 2013, causing three days of national mourning. Billiant’s 

wife, Maggie, was left to care for their six daughters aged 3 to 21. 

Her in-laws claimed the rights to Billiant’s property and forced her 

and her children out of their home. Maggie left that community and 

moved to Solwezi where her father lived. She soon realized that her 

family would need a home of their own. 

Alma Funk, a long-time supporter of International Needs Canada, 

had visited the work in Zambia several times and knew Billiant 

Milanzi. Alma shares, 

Billiant was a fine man with a compassionate heart 

especially for underprivileged children, wanting them to 

get an education. When I visited his widow and daughters 

in 2013, they were in deep grief.  The girls told me that their 

father had wanted each of them to get an education, even 

though they were girls. A resolve settled in my heart that 

I would try to help them in whatever way I could. Through 

International Needs’ sponsorship program, all six of 

Maggie’s daughters were sponsored.

Later on, Alma heard that Maggie desperately needed a home for 

her family. She shared this need with a few friends and they stepped 

in with financial support. Then, in July of 2017, Maggie’s two eldest 

daughters, Annie and Rachel, entered nursing school, thanks again 

to the generosity of Alma and her friends. Recently, Alma returned 

to Zambia with an International Needs’ Medical Team to hold a 

weeklong medical camp for ZACTS students in Solwezi. Annie and 

Rachel were able to assist the team, which gave them much joy and 

was an unexpected blessing to Alma. Alma shares, 

“The welcome I received from Maggie and her daughters 

as we arrived at ZACTS was deeply moving. I got to visit 

Maggie’s village to see for myself the house she built. It’s 

a large cement structure with a tin roof, a bright kitchen, 

three bedrooms, and a bathroom with a flush toilet and 

tub – quite amazing!  

She has built a small shop where she and her daughters 

sell things and has also built two small houses that she 

rents to help pay for her daughters’ education. Her whole 

yard is orderly and well kept. She and the girls farm a 

field nearby that Billiant had bought. Maggie is now a 

salaried teaching assistant in the kindergarten class at 

ZACTS School. She exudes joy, confidence, and hope, 

an incredible difference from the deep grief I witnessed 

5 years ago. She is now surrounded by a supportive 

community at ZACTS.” 

Maggie Milanzi is an incredible role model in her community, 

showing what a widow can accomplish with a little assistance.  

Alma’s host shared, 

“Not only have you blessed Maggie and her family; 

you have impacted generations to come, including all 

the patients her daughters will nurse, and this entire 

community. Tell your friends that.” As Alma was leaving 

to return to Canada, Maggie and her daughters had 

these sweet words to share with her, “You have been a 

father to us.”

Many thanks to Alma and her friends for supporting 

Maggie and her family in their times of distress. You have 

done a beautiful thing. 

“Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means 

caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to 

let the world corrupt you.”  •  James 1:27

THE LINK NEWSLETTER FALL 2018



Ranjita came to the Lydia Vocational Training Centre in Nepal in 

February 2018, to receive training as a seamstress. She wants to 

open a tailoring shop to provide for herself and her daughter. 

At the Lydia Centre, additional classes are given on Preventing 

Domestic Abuse, Healthcare, Cooking Nutritious Foods, 

Sanitation in the Home, Music, and Biblical Studies. For many 

women, the 5 month course at the Lydia Centre is life changing. 

Ranjita shares,

“After I was saved from my near death incident, my faith 

grew deeper and I am so thankful to God for his love 

and the miracle He performed in my life. I’m enjoying  

my studies at the Lydia Centre and am grateful for the 

help I have received here. I plan to serve the Lord after 

I complete my training, wherever He may lead me. I’m 

excited to share the things I’ve learned with other women. 

Please remember me in your prayers.”  •  Ranjita

GOD SAVED MY LIFE
Ranjita’s dream of a happy marriage came crashing down 6 days 

after her wedding. Her mother-in-law practiced witchcraft and 

wanted Ranjita to learn her skills. When she refused, life with her 

new family became unbearable. Ranjita was mistreated mentally, 

emotionally, and physically. Yet she refused to practice witchcraft. 

Barely one month into her marriage, she became pregnant. 

When her in-laws discovered that she was pregnant, they 

began accusing her of infidelity and increased their cruelties. 

In Nepalese society, if a married woman is left by her husband, 

society will blame her for the failed marriage and ignore 

the abuse she experiences at home. Ranjita tolerated their 

mistreatment and served her family as best as she could. 

Her in-laws made plans to kill her and pushed her down a steep 

hill into a river. Ranjita hit her head on a rock on the riverbank 

and fainted. The family thought their plans had succeeded and 

left. Thankfully, a few college students were passing by and saw 

her. They quickly informed the police who sent a rescue team 

and rushed her to the hospital.

Ranjita was afraid to tell the police what her husband and in-

laws had done to her for fear that the family might try to harm 

her daughter. When she had recovered sufficiently, Ranjita and 

her daughter moved to a safe place, away from her husband and 

his family. 

FREE confidential service for will and estate planning.

1-800-267-8890   •   www.csservices.ca
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Discovery Tours offer a unique opportunity to witness first-hand the 
difference your contribution is making in the lives of the children and 
families you support. It also allows you to connect with your partners 
serving on the ground. Your gift is the fuel that drives their service. 

Upcoming Discovery Tours

Bangladesh Discovery Tour February 20 - March 4, 2019

For more information please contact Corrie Mulder at 

905.389.1118 or corrie@internationalneeds.ca

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  N E E D S  C A N A D A



Thanks to generous donations, International Needs Canada 

will provide funds for all the school children to have de-

worming medication every 6 months so that the food they 

eat goes to their brains and developing bodies, and not to 

the parasite living in their gut. 

 

Toothbrushes for good oral health, and vitamins to 

supplement the children’s nutritional needs were donated 

to the school. 

It has been an amazing learning experience. I have learned 

how to say morning, afternoon, and evening, in the local 

language (so that I could tell them when to take their 

medications).  I have learned the proper hand shake and 

stance when greeting someone, and I have been shown 

respect and kindness from all the people I have met. I’ve 

enjoyed blowing bubbles with the children and learning 

to skip. I’ve also enjoyed working with all the teachers who 

were our translators, and the staff who supported us and 

fed us while we were there. They are a very committed 

group and it was a pleasure to work with them. I am grateful 

for the opportunity to see this good work first hand, 

and though I always remain the skeptic for international 

development 

work, I will sing 

the praises of 

International 

Needs - they do 

good work.  

•  Dr. Susan Batten
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International Needs Canada
230-1119 Fennell Ave E., 

Hamilton, ON   L8T 1S2

MEDICAL TEAM AT ZACTS 

On May 18, 2018, after 60 hours of travel and flying on 

three airplanes, our medical team arrived in Solwezi, 

Zambia. Our luggage arrived a few days later, but that’s 

another story.

A group of enthusiastic mothers welcomed us at ZACTS 

School for Orphans and Vulnerable Children, with singing 

and dancing. Over the course of the week, we saw 400+ 

children (students from ZACTS School) from ages 5-14, 

and a good number of infants and mothers related to the 

school children. 

There were many cases of malaria, worms, malnutrition, 

and HIV. 40% of the students tested had malaria. Malaria 

is a mosquito-borne infection that causes fever, headache, 

fatigue, and other discomforts.  If left untreated, severe 

malaria can quickly become fatal, and so educating the 

local population is important to decrease the impact of 

malaria in the region. 

Prayer Corner

ITEMS FOR PRAYER

“In the morning, prayer is the key that opens to us the treasures of 

God’s mercies and blessings; in the evening, it is the key that shuts 

us up under His protection and safeguard.”  • Billy Graham 

Please pray that God will put an end to the cruel practice of 

property grabbing in many developing countries, which is 

illegal and leaves widows and orphans extremely vulnerable. 

Pray that the church will take a stand against this practice and 

show solidarity with the widows and orphans, advocating for 

them and their rights to their homes and property.

ITEMS FOR PRAISE

“From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same the 

LORD’s name is to be praised.” •  Psalm 113:3

How thankful we are for all of you! We look to God to meet our 

needs and the needs of our partners around the world, and 

He often answers our prayers through you! Thank you for your 

prayers, your notes of encouragement, and your generosity. 

May the promise of Proverbs 11:25 be yours. “A generous 

person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”



ZACTS FARMING EXPANSION
Support long-term sustainability of ZACTS school in Zambia.  
Your gift will provide equipment, seed and fertilizer and hire a farm manager.
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