
ANNUAL REPORT 2010



“Compassion costs... it takes a  

heart to comfort.”  SAMUEL CHADWICK



BANGLADESH

In areas of extreme poverty, children always suffer 
the most. Parents, unable to feed their children, make 
very difficult choices. Some, pushed to the very edge 
of desperation, choose to leave their children, hoping 
against all odds that someone will find and protect them.

In response to that need, we have stepped in. Our 
Children’s Villages at Bethany and Savar in Bangladesh 
offer safety and security, but more than that, they offer 

hope. Children who have lived their lives on the brink of 
starvation discover the stability of a place to sleep and 
enough food for each day. More than that, each child is 
also given the gift of education, equipping them with 
the skills to escape the cycle of poverty and become a 
leader of change in their society.

But most of all, each child is given the opportunity to 
meet Jesus in a way that can truly change their life.

A LIFE TRANSFORMED
Manik came to the Savar Children’s Village as a young 
boy. His parents, unable to afford food for the family, 
had no choice but to let their son go with the hope that 
the Children’s Village would care for him. From the very 
beginning, Manik loved school. He worked hard at his 
education, believing it offered him the possibility of a 
job. He had one goal... to “wipe away the tears” from his 
parent’s eyes.

MANIK WAS ABANDONED BY HIS PARENTS 

WHEN HE WAS JUST A YOUNG CHILD... BUT 

HE UNDERSTOOD THEIR AGONY. TODAY, HE 

DREAMS HE CAN WIPE AWAY THEIR TEARS.

Manik has used the gift of education well and is now 
attending the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh’s 
premiere university. His entire life was changed because 
a family across the world chose to sponsor him. Their 
generous support provided the resources without which 
Manik would never have been able to make it to where 
he is now. His life was changed for just over $1 a day!
A child sponsor has incredible power.

THE WORK IS NOT OVER

Manik’s story is an inspiring example of the difference 
that financial support can make in the life of a child. 
Yet the need is still great. Bethany Children’s Village is 
working to expand, hoping to offer refuge to even more 
suffering children. The students there have had to go 
without electricity for long periods of time as the school 
is in desperate need of a new generator. The upcoming 
monsoon season will only increase the devastating 
floods which have already crushed this struggling nation. 
There are thousands of children like Manik whose lives 
can be transformed through your generosity.

Please visit www.internationalneeds.ca today to learn 
more about the incredible need in Bangladesh and how 
you can be a part of the solution.

BANGLADESH
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The People’s Republic of Bangladesh is the one of the world’s most densely populated countries with 

over 150 million people living in an area about one tenth the size of Ontario. Consistent flooding has 

created a crisis for many in Bangladesh, leaving thousands without a home and spreading dangerous 

waterborne infections throughout the nation. Extreme poverty is everywhere in this country – over half 

the population lives on less than $1 a day. A history of political conflict has created a culture of violence 

and many women and children experience abuse on a regular basis.

SPONSORSHIP EMPOWERS A NEW GENERATION OF CHILDREN 
TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES OF POVERTY.



KENYA

More than 1 million children, women and men crowd into 1 square mile. Their homes are tiny shacks of 

corrugated metal and used lumber, if they can find it. When we look over the slums, we see thousands of 

long, narrow roof lines. Under each roof 10 or 12 families are crowded into 10 x 10 rooms. 

The pathways are layer upon layer of trash mixed with human and animal waste and mud. Alongside the 

pathways, small ditches of human waste, water and food waste flow in this makeshift sewer system. There 

is one bank of latrines at the far end of the slum – five or six toilets serving over a million people. 

In the face of such devastating poverty, International 
Needs has no choice but to act. There are over 100,000 
children living with incredible need in Kibera. We are 
committed to finding sponsors for as many children as 
we are able. Working with local churches, our Home 
Care team delivers food packets to families across 
Kibera. Each package contains enough oil and cornmeal 
to last one month. For some families, these modest 
packages are the only food they will have. 

Each Saturday, International Needs opens a school for 
children in Kibera. The schoolroom is sparse, as even 
the most basic supplies are out of reach for those living 
in the impoverished slum. As dedicated volunteers walk 
children through lessons by rote, smiles light up around 
the room. Even this most basic opportunity is enough to 
give a child hope.
 

These makeshift Saturday schools are helping to bridge the gap for children 
in Kibera, for few families can afford to send their children to school. 
Scattered throughout the slum, well-meaning Christian pastors and their 
wives have committed to live there and to teach the children. They  
set up makeshift schools in old, abandoned dwellings. In one we visited, the 
mud had collapsed in a rain storm, leaving a gaping hole in the floor of the 
school room. They had no money or tools to fix it. 

SPONSORSHIP GIVES A CHILD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND 

SCHOOL, AS WELL AS ACCESS TO NUTRITIOUS FOOD AND 

CLEAN WATER.

Join International Needs today in giving a child in Kibera a chance for 
the future. By becoming a sponsor, you allow a child to attend a properly 
equipped school, empowering them to escape the cycle of poverty. Visit  
our website at www.internationalneeds.ca to become a sponsor today!
We are also looking for investors to help us build schools – just $5000  
will provide the resources we need to equip one school for one year.  
Each school will provide education for 20 – 30 children. 

MOST SCHOOLS IN KIBERA CAN ONLY  
AFFORD BASIC SUPPLIES.

KENYA

THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN WAKE EACH DAY  

HUNGRY AND TIRED, WITH LITTLE TO HOPE FOR.

UNABLE TO ATTEND SCHOOL, THEY SPEND THEIR 

TIME RUNNING AND PLAYING ON ROADS  

COVERED IN WASTE AND GARBAGE.
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“Faith sees the invisible, believes 

the unbelievable and receives the 

impossible.”  CORRIE TEN BOOM



GHANA

GHANA

INTERNATIONAL NEEDS HAS FREED THOUSANDS 

OF WOMEN FROM TROKOSI SLAVERY 

Over 30 years ago, International Needs began a 
massive task in Ghana. Faced with the cultural practice 
of committing young girls as slaves to Trokosi priests,  
we knew something had to be done. With the support 
of donors around the world, we came alongside 
the Trokosi priests, helping them understand why 
enslaving these girls was wrong and working towards 
freeing them. Since that time, the Trokosi slave practice 

has been made illegal in Ghana and thousands of girls 
have been set free. 

There is still work to be done, but we thank God for 
bringing restoration to this injustice.

UNSEEN VICTIMS

The Trokosi practice is only one aspect of the challenges 
facing the people of Ghana. Young children, trapped in 
a life of extreme poverty, are at great risk of being sent 

to remote fishing villages as child 
workers. Child trafficking takes 
place across the nation as young 
boys and girls are taken from their 
families and subjected to a life of 
exploitation, both physical and sexual.

International Needs is standing 
up for children in a system that 
exploits them as mere commodities.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

Education is the greatest 
opportunity for children to escape 
a life of exploitation and poverty. 
International Needs has established 
several schools throughout Ghana. 
When a child comes to our school, 
they receive the security of healthy 
food and the compassionate 
love of a God who cares for the 
oppressed. They also receive training 
and resources that give them 
independence and the freedom 
to choose their own future, rather 
than being forced into a life of 
exploitation.

“ WITHOUT CHILD  

SPONSORSHIP, I WOULD  

NOT BE WHERE I AM  

TODAY” - GLORIA

Child sponsors provide this 
opportunity for education to 
children throughout Ghana.  
Gloria came to an International 
Needs school as a young girl. As a 
sponsored child, she had access to 
consistent food for the first time in 
her life. In addition, Gloria received 
the gift of education and a chance 
to escape a live of poverty. Today, 

MANY CHILDREN IN GHANA WOULD FACE A LIFE OF OPPRESSIVE SLAVERY IF NOT  
FOR THE COMPASSIONATE INTERVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL NEEDS SPONSORS.

Gloria attends university, something no one in her family has ever done. 
She is extremely grateful to her sponsors, knowing that she would not have 
made it where she is today without their support.

There are thousands more children who are still waiting for this  
opportunity. Please visit internationalneeds.ca today to sponsor a child like 
Gloria or to give to International Needs’ ongoing work in Ghana and break 
the cycle of poverty and exploitation.
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Just over fifty years ago, the Republic of Ghana became the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to gain 

independence from colonial rule. Unfortunately, the nation’s struggles did not end with independence. 

Years of political and civil unrest have taken their toll on the people of Ghana. Many families still live in 

extreme poverty, impacted by HIV/AIDS and constant drought. Women and children suffer most under 

these conditions, lacking access to education and proper nutrition.



ZAMBIA

The devastating effects of HIV/AIDS are clearly seen in the Republic of Zambia. 1 in 5 people are 

infected and few have access to proper treatment. Once a world leader in copper production, 

Zambia is now devastated by extreme poverty. Millions of men, women and children live on less 

than $1 a day. Lack of access to education and medical care traps people in a cycle of poverty.

When a child is born into poverty, little is available to 
them. Struggling just to have something to eat, access 
to education is virtually impossible. Lack of education 
limits the opportunities available to these children, 
leaving them without income and often forcing 
them into having children at a young age. This only 
perpetuates the cycle of poverty, as their children now 
go through the same process.

International Needs is breaking down the cycle of 
poverty in Zambia by empowering young men and 
women to earn a living. The Zambia Agricultural and 
Crafts and Theological Studies (ZACTS) vocational 

training centre exists to teach people the skills needed 
to enter the workforce while also providing them with  
a Christian education.

ZACTS introduces men and women to Jesus Christ and 
then gives them the resources to live their lives for Him.

THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE

Students choose between three career tracks – 
agriculture, hotel management and carpentry. Young 
men and women who once woke up in the morning not 

knowing if there would be food to eat are given the 
freedom to choose the path of their lives. The dedicated 
teachers work with the students, equipping them to 
give back to their communities.

ZACTS INTRODUCES MEN AND WOMEN TO  

JESUS CHRIST AND THEN GIVES THEM THE  

RESOURCES TO LIVE THEIR LIVES FOR HIM

ZACTS is very intentional about including a biblical 
education with all training we provide. The pain 
and suffering of the extreme poor cannot be healed 
with money alone. True comfort is found in Jesus. By 
strengthening the faith of these young men and women, 
we send them out to spread the Gospel message 
wherever they end up. 

When a student graduates from ZACTS, they are not 
sent into the world unprepared. Each student is given a 
“starter kit” of supplies to help in their new career. Even 
more, each student leaves strengthened by the support 
of donors like you, without whom they would have little 
hope of survival.

THE PAIN AND SUFFERING OF THE EXTREME 

POOR CANNOT BE HEALED WITH MONEY 

ALONE. TRUE COMFORT IS FOUND IN JESUS.

EMPOWERING YOUNG PEOPLE BUILDS HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.

ZAMBIA
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“I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.” JESUS



COLOMBIA

The history of Colombia is dominated by decades of intense civil conflict. Since the time of independence 

from Spain, the country has suffered under constant struggle between opposing extremist groups. Today, 

civilians continue to live in fear of the conflict between national military and guerrilla rebels. This chaos is 

only deepened by the pervasive drug trade, with Colombia as the major supplier of cocaine worldwide.

In times of civil conflict, women and children are the 
greatest victims. This is clearly seen in Colombia, 
where years of political fighting have forced millions 
of Colombian civilians out of their homes. Women 
face abuse from violent men while children are used 
as pawns as opposing forces fight for control of rural 
villages. Martha Villamizar saw the devastation in 
Colombia and knew she had to act. Out of her vision, 
the Rose of Sharon School for displaced and orphaned 
children was born. Much like the flower it was named 
for, Martha’s dream was that the school would stand 
out in a desolate area as a source of life and the 
fragrance of God.

God is using the school to bring powerful change  
to Colombia.

A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

Beginning with just 25 children, Rose of Sharon quickly 
gained a reputation as a presence of justice in the 
community. Guerrilla warlords and drug traffickers 
found themselves unable to withstand the change 
sweeping through the area.One powerful story 
demonstrates how God is at work in Colombia. Not long 
after the school opened, a known drug organization 

set up in a nearby home. The dangers this presented to 
the children in the community were clear to Martha. 
But the justice of God is bigger than any power on 
earth. Martha, together with other faithful Christians, 
began to pray, asking God to intervene on behalf of the 
vulnerable children at Rose of Sharon.

What happened next was nothing short of a miracle.
Over the course of several days, rocks began to rain 
down from the sky. Rather than devastating the entire 
community, the rocks only fell on the home where the 
drug cartel was centred. As the damage increased, 
the drug dealers eventually left in frustration. These 
dangerous men no longer threatened the safety of  
the children.

GOD IS USING THE SCHOOL TO BRING POWERFUL 

CHANGE TO COLOMBIA.

The Rose of Sharon school is only the beginning of  
International Needs’ work in Colombia. The radical 
reversal of injustice experienced there is a testament to 
the difference your support makes.
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WOMEN AND CHILDREN TORN BETWEEN TWO SIDES OF INTENSE CIVIL CONFLICT FIND A PLACE OF SAFETY WITH INTERNATIONAL NEEDS.



CONGO

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has been devastated by civil conflict, natural disasters 

and the HIV/AIDS pandemic over the last several years. In the face of such extreme crisis, women and 

children suffer most. With over 1 million people infected with AIDS and living in extreme poverty, the 

need is urgent.

HOPE FOR THE WOUNDED

The Clinique Papillion is a small medical clinic in the city 
of Lubumbashi, DRC. The clinic specializes in childbirth 
services, caring for women during delivery and the 
recovery that follows. The current facilities allow around 
10 women to be treated at a time. In a city of over a 
million, this means that the clinic is pushed to the limits 
every day. The clinic also offers outpatient services, 
providing the only medical care available to people in 
this area of the city.

WITH THOUSANDS IN THE COMMUNITY IN NEED 

OF MEDICAL CARE, THE CLINIQUE PAPILLION IS 

PUSHED TO THE LIMITS EVERY DAY.

Up to this point, care has been provided in a tiny 
room with four beds. This means that women and 
their newborn babies must lay on the dirt floor as they 
recover, crowded in the room with over ten other young 
families. Construction of a new clinic with more room 
for patients has begun, and the sight of a new building 
is a source of hope to this hurting community. However, 

a lack of funding has brought construction to a halt. 
With your support, this expansion can be completed, 
dramatically increasing the capacity of Clinique 
Papillion to care for the many young mothers and 
newborn children who come for treatment.

SHELTER FOR THE OUTCAST

Medical care is only the first step of our work in  
the Congo. The Lubumbashi School for the Deaf is 
empowering over 100 children and youth, giving 
them new hope for the future through education. In 
a culture that often considers deaf children useless, 
this school restores their dignity and equips them for 
financial independence.

DEAF CHILDREN FIND A SAFE PLACE TO LEARN IN 

A CULTURE THAT SO OFTEN GIVES UP ON THEM.

Of the 16 staff at the school, only four receive an 
income from the government, and even that is not 
enough to provide for their families. Because the  
school is located on the edge of the city, many 
children walk a long distance each day. With help from 
International Needs, the school is aiming to provide 
nutritious food for these children, keeping them strong 
while they study.

Our work in the DRC is just beginning. Medical care and 
education are building a foundation for change in this 
devastated country. With your support, International 
Needs is committed to rewriting stories of injustice in 
the Congo.

For more information on our work in the Congo, please 
visit www.internationalneeds.ca.

CONGO

01 02INTERNATIONAL NEEDS ANNUAL REPORT 2010



Financials Financials



“Children are innocent and love 

justice...”  G.K. CHESTERTON



100 Fergus Ave, Kitchener, Ontario N2A 2H2
Tel: 519.894.2333 l Toll Free: 1.888.702.9805 l Fax: 519.894.2310

www.internationalnetwork.ca


